
 
WHAT IS EDITING?  

Editing is the preparation of a manuscript or body of work for publication or public 
viewing. Editing is both creative and technical. It is a collaboration between the 
person who originally conceived the content (the author) and the writing technician 
(the editor). 

When editing a manuscript or articles for publication, the editor’s role can vary 
from providing simple grammatical error corrections, to line-by-line revisions, all 
the way through a detailed restructuring and rewriting of your work.  

WHAT ARE THE 3 TYPES OF EDITING YOUR WORK MIGHT NEED? 

There are three types of editing your manuscript might need: proofreading, copy 
editing, or structural editing, also known as developmental editing. 

Proofreading – Your editor will check for proper use of punctuation, 
spelling mistakes, typographical errors, and basic grammar usage. Your 
editor may make simple word choice replacements or eliminations for 
clarity and correctness. Proofreading is the last phase of preparing your 
manuscript for publishing, after you have completed several rounds of 
rewriting and revisions to your manuscript. Proofreading is typically the 
fastest and least expensive type of editing. Your proofreader could finish 
your project in under a week.  
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Copy Editing – Your editor will provide an in-depth, line-by-line analysis 
of your manuscript. Your editor will revise and rewrite for clarity and 
readability. Your editor will check for word choices (a. k. a. diction) and 
grammar usage, which includes correcting errors in verb tense agreement, 
syntax, and redundancy. They will also aim to create consistency in your 
overall style, tone or voice, and in your transitions between and within 
chapters. Pricing for copy editing typically reflects the detailed nature of 
the work. Depending on the length of your manuscript and the rewrites 
necessary, your editor may require 2 - 4 weeks to complete your project. 

Structural Editing – Your editor will collaborate with you to clarify the 
overall structure and content of your book. Issues you will discuss include 
the book’s theme, main points, chapter organization, and chapter structure. 
Your editor may also provide guidance on tone & voice. It is best to begin 
working with a developmental editor at the outset of the book writing 
process (also known as writing coaching). When engaged as an editorial 
service for a completed manuscript draft, your editor will provide in-depth 
reorganization and rewriting (sometimes, ghostwriting). Structural or 
developmental editing is very involved and is the most expensive type of 
editing.  Your project may take one or more months to complete, 
depending on the condition of your manuscript. Please note that your 
revised manuscript will need at least one round of copy editing and 
proofreading prior to going to print.  
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HOW CAN YOU DETERMINE WHAT TYPE OF EDITING YOU NEED? 

As an author, you are clear about the ideas you have for your book. However, the 
words you have written may not represent your ideas well. So how can you know 
what type of editing your manuscript needs? After all, you don’t want to pay for 
unnecessary editing or request an inadequate service. 

Prior to engaging any editorial project, we perform an EDITORIAL 
ASSESSMENT. In it, we will give you our objective option of how much help 
your manuscript needs before we begin any editorial work.   

In your EDITORIAL ASSESSMENT, you will receive:  
• A thorough reading of your work. 
• Identification of what works well in your piece and what needs further development or 

changes.  
• A determination of the editing your current manuscript needs. 
• An MP3 recording detailing our findings. 
• A written summary of the main points of the assessment, along with a formal quote for our 

editorial services. 

Our EDITORIAL ASSESSMENT is $97 for a 25 page manuscript (12-pt. font, 
double spaced) or more. The turnaround time is typically less than a week. 

We will deduct the cost of the EDITORIAL ASSESSMENT from your editing 
services balance, provided you initiate service with us within 30 days of our team 
emailing your completed assessment.  

Having an EDITORIAL ASSESSMENT conducted before you commit to an 
editor gives you invaluable information and keeps you in control of your project 
costs. While we would love to have your editorial business, you are more than 
welcomed to use the information you learn in your EDITORIAL ASSESSMENT 
to shop for another editor who is the best fit for your personality, project, and/or 
budget. 
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OUR EDITING RATES & TURNAROUND TIME 

Below are our current editing rates and estimated turnaround times as of March 
2020. Pricing is subject to change without notice so check with a team member to 
confirm our current rates.  

PRICING (per round of editing) 

Proofreading   $0.02 per word or $5.00 per 250 word page (12-pt font, double spaced) 
Copy/Line Editing  $0.05 per word or $12.50 per 250 word page (12-pt font, double spaced) 
Developmental Editing   $0.12 per word or $30.00 per 250 word page (12-pt font, double spaced) 

Sample Pricing 

Word Count   Proofreading   Copy Editing   Structural Editing 
10,000 words (40 pgs)       $200          $500         $1,200 
20,000 words (80 pgs)       $400       $1,000         $2,400 
30,000 words (120 pgs)       $600       $1,500         $3,600 
40,000 words (160 pgs)       $800       $2,000          $4,800 
50,000 words (200 pgs)    $1,000       $2,500         $6,000 
60,000 words (240 pgs)    $1,200       $3,000         $7,200 
70,000 words (280 pgs)    $1,400       $3,500         $8,400 
80,000 words (320 pgs)    $1,600       $4,000                     $9,600 

Proofreading Estimated Service Time: 
1 - 2 weeks for 20,000 words / 80 manuscript pages  
2 - 3 weeks for 30,000 words /120 manuscript pages 
3 - 4 weeks for 60,000 words /240 manuscript pages 

Copy Editing Estimated Service Time: 
2 - 3 weeks for 20,000 words / 80 manuscript pages 
3 - 4 weeks for 30,000 words /120 manuscript pages 
4 - 5 weeks for 60,000 words /240 manuscript pages 

Structural Editing Estimated Service Time: 
4 - 5 weeks for 20,000 words / 80 manuscript pages 
5 - 6 weeks for 30,000 words /120 manuscript pages 
7 - 8 weeks for 60,000 words /240 manuscript pages
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